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James Shulman serves as vice president and chief operating officer of ACLS. Previously, he was
a Senior Fellow at The Mellon Foundation. In the 1990s, he worked in the foundation’s research,
program, and finance offices. He managed the design and construction of the College and
Beyond database, overseeing efforts of collaborators at 34 participating colleges and
universities, internal staff, outside researchers, and Mathematica Policy Research. From its
founding in 2001 to 2016 he was president of Artstor. Working with his colleagues, he
developed and implemented plans for an organization that now serves over 2,000 colleges,
universities, schools, and museums around the world.

His latest book, 7he Synthetic University; How Higher Education Can Benefit from Shared
Solutions and Save Itselfwas published by Princeton University Press in October 2023. At the
Mellon Foundation in the 1990s, he collaborated with William G. Bowen and Derek Bok on 7he
Shape of the River: Long-term Consequences of Considering Race in College and University
Admissions. He also wrote (with William G. Bowen), 7The Game of Life: College Sports and
Educational Values. He received his BA and PhD from Yale in Renaissance Studies. His first book
was The Pale Cast of Thought: Hesitation and Decision in the Renaissance Epic.



