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98 Founding of Tensaw

rior through kinship ties. In fact, Tensaw would serve as a springboard
to power for these lineages affecting the power structure of the Creek

nation through the removal era and well into the settlement of Indian

Territory in the west. . N |
In the late eighteenth century therefore leading Creek families using

Native American social rules developed an innovative community for

economic and political reasons. The founding of Tensaw illustrated the

dynamic nature of the eighteenth-century Gulf South region. and also
revealed much continuity with the Creek past. The Creek Nation expe-
rienced profound economic and political challenges at t?le end of the
Revolutionary War, but by relying on the successful historical precedent
of incorporating foreigners, by insisting that these foreigners honor Creek
conventions, and by embracing change within the broad contours of an-
cient cultural traditions, the Creeks at Tensaw appeared to have protected

their economic future well into the nineteenth century.

6. A Nation Divided?
Blood Seminoles and Black Seminoles
on the Ilorida Frontier

JANE G. LANDERS

Daniel K. Richter concludes his book Facing East from Indian Country
with Andrew Jackson’s bloody victories over the Red Stick Creeks and
Seminoles of Florida and the triumph of the White Man’s republic. With
the ensuing “removal” Richter writes, “the east at last ceased to be Indian
“country.”!
- This essay similarly explores Florida’s transition from Indian Country
to U.S. dominion but with a particular interest in the participation of
persons of African descent, who were also of particular interest to Jackson.
Itis based largely on Spanish archival sources that accord real personhood
to indigenous and African-descended peoples and that thus record their
histories in more detail than do most English-language sources. This
essay is also informed by recent archaeological investigations of African
story in Florida.
The new perspectives are particularly relevant today because the Semi-
“nole Nation of Oklahoma is bitterly divided over its membership, with
the so-called blood Seminoles attempting to expel the so-called black
Selninoles, although both groups entered Florida at approximately the
same time and were connected even before removal westward. Much of
the history used to support the exclusionary effort is drawn from incom-
plete, and arguably biased, English-language sources.
n1991 the federal Indian Claims Commission ordered compensation
of more than fifty-six million dollars to the “Seminole Nation as it existed
in Florida” when the U.S. government seized Seminole lands in 1823. The
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Bureau of Indian Affairs acknowledged the freedom enjoyed by blacks

living with the Seminoles as well as the close relations between these

oncluded in the report on which the Claims Commission

groups but ¢
t former slaves owned none of the lands seized by

based its rulings, tha

the federal government in 1823.
Tn fact, a variety of Spanish records, later English-language traveler’s

accounts, and even some military reports, attest to the fact that both blood
les had established towns and developed agricultural -

and black Semino
Jorida prior to removal. As racial attitudes -

and pastoral economies in F
hardened in the South and in Oklahoma, the history of black agency and

industry in Florida was largely forgotten or erased, but two bands of black -
Freedmen or Estelusti, as they are also known, had long participated in |
tribal governance, along with twelve Seminole bands. :
on of a possible payout, the blood Semi:

In 2000, however, in anticipati
o require one-eighth Seminole-

noles amended the tribe’s constitution t
Indian blood for full tribal membership. The Freedmen filed suit to fight
the bitter legal battles that followed divided the Semi-:
d election, distinct tribal factions and th

fs. When the Seminole Nation be-

their expulsion and
nole Nation. After a conteste
government recognized opposing chie
gan to lobby for additional compensation of ninety-five million dollars;
seized oil and gas leases, the issue of tribal membershi
2 Ag the financial stakes continued to rise,
his essay reveals, however, the bloods
the very government that will

for improperly
became even more divisive.
disunion seemed complete. As t
and the blacks once stood together against
eventually decide if they are one.

The people who would become the Sem
Georgia and Alabama in the eighteenth century to fill the vacuum cre:
ated by the exodus or extinction of Florida’s indigenous nations duriﬁ
Spain’s first tenure in the peninsula (1565—1763). Having accompanié[

inoles moved into Florida from

Atlantic

Ocean
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pe during his invasion of Spanish Florida in 1740, thes
knew the terrain well, and eventually some0
ts around the rich grasslands of eas
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James Oglethor
so-called Lower Creeks
them created permanent settlemen
central Florida variously known as La Chua,

4. Seminole Florida in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries
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Leaders of the Creek nation asked British officials to issue a trade em-
bargo on the detached groups in order to force them back into the nation,
but Chief Cowkeeper, his brother Long Warrior, and about one hundred
and thirty Creek families resisted reincorporation and retained their
autonomy.* The Creek immigrants to Florida, who came to be known as
the Seminoles (a corruption of the Spanish word cimarrén, or runaway),
established flourishing villages in the interior savannas near present-day
Gainesville.” '

Pennsylvania naturalist William Bartram visited the Seminole capi-
tal of Cuscowilla in 1774 and described a prosperous settlement, based
upon agriculture, “innumerable droves of cattle,” and “squadrons of the

beautiful fleet Seminole horse.” The Seminoles were also slave owners
of their defeated enemy, the Yamasees. At Cuscowilla Bartram found a
population already “tinctured with Spanish civilization.” Some of the
Seminoles wore “little silver crucifixes, affixed to a wampum collar around
their necks, or suspended by a small chain upon their breast.” Although

Bartram claimed most spoke and understood Spanish, Seminole loyal

ties lay with the English who held Florida from 1763 to 1784. Under Chief

Cowkeeper’s rule the Seminoles were, according to Bartram, “the mos
bitter and formidable Indian enemies the Spaniards ever had.”
Despite this hostility, over the next decades Cowkeeper’s successo
Chief Payne and Payne’s successors, his nephews Micanopy and Bowleg
reshaped Seminole foreign policy and became allies of the Spanish go

ernment. Under their leadership the Seminoles accepted into their lands
who unlike the Yamasee slaves who

many runaway slaves or cimarrones,
preceded them, lived in a sort of feudal arrangement with their maste

and intermarried with them. The Seminoles prospered at Cuscowilla, and

JANE'G. LANDERS
103

Mulatto Girl’ i jjah’
o 1dto G(liﬂ; Town, King Heijah’s Town, Bucker Woman’s Town Boggy
and, and Big Swamp.’ The vill ’ |
. age Negroes, as the (i
Y . ‘ ) Y were sometimes
' d 1;1 English sources, provided the chiefs with whom they were as
sociated annual tribute and milj i —
a itary service.'® Blacks like Abral
governed the village of Peliklil AP
4 kaha and who became the tr i
; . | : ( usted interpreter
and war council advisor to Chief Micanopy, recognized th .
would return them to slavery, so they, too
- e ’
7 Americans and allies of the Spaniards.

For oxi
t For a}_ap‘roxm'lately a half century black and blood Seminoles struggled
0 maintain their collaborative autonomy on the vol y

at Anglo rule
became fierce enemies of the

o . atile Southern fron-
tier, independent of either the Spaniards or the new Americ

| ‘ an -
ment—one nation—apart. Such foultan

an interstitial position was diffi
; : as difficult and
ventually untenable, but it was not yielded without fierce resist

:Sép./;f‘:i n17883 the' ?t. Marys R.1ver demarcated the international border
1 ! g wpanish Bast Florida from the United States, just as the St
; hns Rlver. separated Spanish settlements from Seminole lands. 2 Al‘
ough Spain attempted to enforce its borders with military pat l -
9011t1*91 trade and immigration with passport and customz’ rlcja rlO e
_ZP1‘0V111ce was almost impossible to police and raiding Upitlalr Creek
‘ 1a§§t;1§ éxunglos crossed the Georgia border into Florida almost at
‘ ps were attracted by slaves, cattle, and horses and found
.é.se’tt}:iements along the St. Marys and St. Johns Rivers easy targets."> A
ez;:t‘sullccci)i:;izzzc:;rt(l)béervec.i tha,tj, although the Indians from Geo‘rgia
ere " ed in their actions, they showed a sophistic

nding of their own geopolitical interests. !
% ss Vx\ll;‘:)esd abg;fe, the»Spaniards enjoyed better relations with the Semi-
¢ settlements lay west of the St. Johns River. Spain stood to lose

ance.!

ations,

ated under-

by the 1790s Chief Payne was reported to have some twenty black slaves
along with large herds of cattle, horses, sheep, and goats.” Archaeologiéa
investigations at this site also attest to Payne’s wealth, and archaeologist
Brent R, Weisman argues that it was the additional labor provided by the
incoming blacks that enabled the Seminole hosts to prosper.®

While some blacks lived in Seminole villages like Payne’s Town
Bowlegs Town, many resided in autonomous villages such as Peliklakah

colon fugiti i
¥, the fugitive blacks their freedom, and the Seminoles their rich

ands and cat i
nd cattle herds, and so Spanish officials capitalized on this conver-

nce of i s oft i i
f mt.erests often during their second tenure in Florida (1784-1821).15
§ vie i : hment,
"'S W;ng the Seminoles as a buffer against Anglo encroachment
anish i
p government attempted to ensure their friendship by regu-,

ly hosting and gifting them in St. Augustine. The Crown

hou’sand pesos annually for e

their gifts, which included items such as
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Country as they must bush fight it with them, which no Troops

i i i beads
hats, thread and needles, thimbles, scissors, , ‘ .
coth and cotne ) are equal to the doing with success.?

pipes, knives, axes, razors, mirrors, tin pots, spurs, munit.ions, Fobacco,
aguardiente (rum), and food. Women and children recelx'red gingham
and chintz cloth and red paper, respectively, while fuxury items such as
saddles went to head men like Long Warrior, Filatuche, Tupane and the
mestizo chief Perryman. On atleast four occasions groups identified spe-
cifically as cimarrones traveled to St. Augustine, usually in the company -
of Seminoles, and they too were presented with gifts.'® |
The Spanish/Seminole/ black alliance unraveled briefly in 1800 when

the Seminole and Lower Creek nations elected William Augustus Bovyles
director of their new state of Muskogee that promptly declared war against
Spain. Formerly a soldier with the Loyalist army in Pensacola, Bowles
married the daughter of the wmestizo chief Perryman and was adopte'd by
the Creeks.” From the 17808 onward he used those family connections,
along with the backing of British governmental and commercial agent >
to agitate against Spanish interests in the Southeast. Bowles eventt.le}lly
won support from Quebec, London, and the Bahamas for rec?gnltlég
of a separate Indian state with which the British would establish trade

" The only troops apparently “equal to the doing” were St. Augustine’s free
black militiamen. These men, some of whom had acquired their military
training in the American and Saint Domingue revolutions, proved among
Spain’s most valuable troops. They regularly patrolled the Indian hinter-
land surrounding St. Augustine and served guard duty at small outlying
forts or fortified houses at Picolata, Pellicer, San Juan, San Nicolas, San
Vicente Ferrer, and Amelia. The black units also constructed a new fort,
tena Vista, at a high point on the St. Johns River to better patrol the
Indian frontier. Some members of the black militia, like Sergeant Felipe
Edimboro and his son Sandy, were posted at allied Seminole villages,
‘where they had direct contact with former slaves like themselves who
had chosen an alternate route to freedom. While twenty-two free black
militia helped garrison Fort Picolata on the western frontier, the Black
General Jorge Biassou, formerly of the Black Auxiliaries of Carlos IV in
aint Domingue, and the rest of St. Augustine’s free black troops guarded
he southern frontier near the Matanzas River. Biassou had orders to
detain all Indians seeking to come to the city and to allow to pass only
hose who were friendly—such as those who brought hogs and'cattle to
ell. His orders called on him to treat the Indians with “humanity and
kindness” and to use force only when required, but in other matters to
employ his own judgment.?!

Although some Seminoles joined in these hostilities, the Spaniards’
ost fierce enemies in the Creek confederacy were the Mikasukis, who
eriodically raided Spanish plantations near St. Augustine for slaves and
otses, occasionally killing residents, both black and white. Wealthy East
orida planters such as John McQueen and Francis Phelipe Fatio were
ong those who lost slaves and property to Bowles and his raiders. Fatio
ired agents who tried unsuccessfully to ransom his stolen or absconded
dves, some of whom later appeared on lists of U.S. military captives at
he conclusion of the Second Seminole War.

During the three-year Muskogee war black homesteaders also lost
aves and property to Indian raiders. At dawn on June 24, 1800, three of

alliances.” _ N .
Director Bowles raised an army and navy of ambitious and land-hungry

Anglos, southeastern Indians, and blacks—both fugitive slaves and slav‘gs
of the Seminoles—and from 1800 to 1803 his polyglot forces Wreal.ceq
havoc on Florida. One party composed of “from twenty-five to thn‘tr
Indians, Negroes, and infamous whites all of them direct from Bowle‘
headquarters” had orders to “plunder and break up all the settlement;
in Florida.”® The Nassau Gazette reported that

the Muskogee Army has marched to plunder, pillage & lay waste
Augustine, from whence they have already brought a number
of Prime Slaves & some considerable share of very valuable
property, & will entirely lay waste & ravage that Country ere
they withdraw from thence nor can Spain send any Troo.ps
to act against them unless she wishes to sacrifice them Wth.h
would be the case with any Troops who would enter their
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Bowles’s raiders attacked the homestead of free black militiaman Sergeant
Felipe Edimboro and stole his slave Jack, who was at work in the fields.
Edimboro saw the Indians take Jack away in their canoe, and he quickly
loaded his own family and that of his free black neighbor Juan Moore
into another canoe in order to take them to safety. After unloading the
group upriver at Fatio’s Nueva Suisa estate, Edimboro hurried back to his
homestead, only to find the Indians had taken more captives—the wife
and seven children of free black militiaman Tony. Edimboro’s slave Jack
eventually escaped from his captors, as did Tony’s eldest son, but other
blacks stolen that day were never recovered. Some made new lives among
the Seminoles and later became captives of the U.S. military.”

In January 1802 the Seminoles staged a particularly violent attack on
josiah Dupont’s plantation at Matanzas, abducting a white woman and

her five young children, killing the oldest boy, and stealing ten slaves. The
governor’s war council feared Spain might lose the province and futilely

appealed to the captain-general of Cuba for more regular troops. When
called once again

these were not forthcoming, the hapless settlement

upon the black militia.*’

Throughout the summer of 1802 Spanish militias roamed the country-
side in search of Mikasuki raiders, but the latter proved an elusive enemy
who left behind deserted villages as they melted into the surrounding
swamps. When encountered, they proved fierce fighters. Black militiaman
Tomas Herrera, an escaped slave from Carolina, was badly wounded and
had to be hospitalized after one fight.2* Another black militiaman named

Sparkman was granted permission to return home to care for his mother

after the Indians killed his father.”

By mid-summer nearby Creek and Seminole leaders began to denounc
the Mikasukis and to respond to Spanish peace overtures. John Kinard,

the so-called king of the Creeks wrote

Dear Sir, I take your talks and think them good we don’t wish
any disturbance with us and you we want the path kepe open
that frids may pass and repass to se each other we don’t want
any war atall itis the mackasukey people thatis at warwe have
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nothing to do with them nor the Spanyards the floridy people
kild one ingan and tha went and kild one white man foritand
says tha are don tha are all gon hunting and wants nomore of
it all says tha are your frinds I am Dear Sir yours.?

Chief Payne, leader of the Alachua Seminoles, was also ready to end
the fighting, He warned Spanish officials when raiders from the Mikasuki
nation approached, and he also began sending parties of his own people
into St. Augustine to sell furs.”” The Creeks and Seminoles finally signed
a peace treaty with Spain in August 1802.2 But not until his former Creek
allies seized Bowles in May 1803 and turned him over to the Spaniards
did an unstable peace actually return to East Florida.”

In peacetime free black militiamen like Juan Bautista Collins traveled
regularly to the Seminole villages as meat contractors for the Spanish
- government. In 1808 Collins made several trips to establish relations with
* Chief Bowlegs at La Chua. During one trip the black militiaman distrib-
uted gifts of cloth, handkerchiefs, belts, beads, sugar, tobacco, aguardiente,
knives, and powder and shot among his Seminole hosts. Only after several
of these visits did the black trader actually conduct successful business
with Bowlegs. Collins was also able to purchase a herd of one hundred and
twenty-five cattle at the Seminole village of Chiscochate, eighteen of which
Were sold to him by a black woman named Molly. Finally, after a difficult
journey of five to eight months, during which he traded independently
and tactfully among his Indian suppliers, Collins and black translator
and fellow militiaman Benjamin Wiggins brought back herds of several
hundred head of cattle for the sustenance of St. Augustine.

Through these visits and business negotiations, more connections
ere established between blacks and Seminoles, and when Collins was
: érced to sue the Spanish government for payment, Chief Bowlegs’s sister
imency came to St. Augustine to testify on Collins’s behalf. She threatened
gain that the tribe would sell their cattle to the United States if Collins
vere not paid. Despite that threat, the case dragged on until 1816 when
Sollins finally received payment for the Seminole cattle he had herded
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As Collins’ case dragged through the courts, in 1812 land-hungry Geor-

gians, styling themselves Patriots, attempted to seize Florida and hand

ted States. Once again the Seminoles and their black vas-

it to the Uni
sals came to the assistance of Spain.* Once again the Spanish governor,
black militia at Seminole

Sebastidn Kindeldn, posted members of his
villages, and chiefs Payne and Bowlegs reciprocated by sending some of
their own black warriors to fight alongside the Spaniards as a gesture of
good faith.” Governor Kindelan was pleased when Chief Bowlegs brought
two hundred men to fight for the Spaniards on the St. Johns River. still
he complained that anytime the Seminoles captured a slave, a horse, or

le they left the field to secure it in their towns, and so

any other valuab
their advantage was only momentary.”

Like his predecessors, Governor Kindelan employ
such as the free mulatto militiaman Benjamin Wiggin

ed black translators,

Proctor—“the best translator of the Indian languages in the province”—to
promote the Spanish-black-Indian alliance.®* In July 1812 Tony Procto‘ﬁ
traveled to address Chief Payne at the Seminole village of La Chua and

recruited several hundred Seminole warriors for the Spanish side.”

The turning point
Lieutenant Juan Bautista Witten,

led a band of twenty-five black militia men, thirty-two of Chief Payne’s
and a handful of Seminoles in a well executed ambush of twenty

United States Marines and approximately sixty to seventy Patriots es
ight. Witten’

blacks,

corting a supply convoy through Twelve Mile Swamp at ni
forces took down Marine Captain John Williams,

wagon horses in the first volley. For two hours afterward they battlex
killing many but suffering severa
and th

the more numerous invading forces,

casualties as well. That night Witten’s men destroyed one wagon,

next morning they used the second to transport their wounded backto$
Augustine. This action lifted the

supplies to reach St. Augustine. The Patriot accounts (and therefore, md

historical treatments based on the English-language sources) reported

that the ambush at Twelve Mile Swamp was the work of the Indians, b

the Spanish governor wrote that the Indians were actually “our parties.

sand the slave Tony

of the Patriot siege came in September 1812 when
a former runaway from South Carolina,

his sergeant, and th

Patriot siege and allowed badly neede
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ofb i
lacks, whom they [the rebels] think are Indians because they wear
the same clothing and go painted.”? T
Bereft ies, | i
) ereft of supplies, the demoralized Patriot and United States forces
Ceglan tcl) pull back. When later that month a force led by Georgia V01L111£ee
olonel Daniel Newnan failed :
\ to break up the Indian and bl
near La Chua and was maul o the
ae ed by Payne’s polygl T i
' a yglot warriors, the invasi
pear v : , asion
1 pe.nt. Dl'sease, the ferocity of the black and Indian militias, and
;vea;enmg United States enthusiasm for the land grab when war ’With
ngland threatened eventually ruined the Patriots. In May 1813 all forei
forces were withdrawn from Florida.? o
i Spain’s ble i i i
o 1?1111 S bhc.k guerrillas and their Seminole allies undid the half-hearted
Pa riot rebellion, but the United States remained firmly committed t
an expansionist forei icy i .
- -XP,:I;SE)HISt foreign policy in the Southeast. Its interventions were
wated by territorial ambition, b ingeri :
m ala y the lingering fear that Britai
o tion, by g hat Britain would
: 11?1 .wce :?;e weakened Spanish regimes in the Southeast, and by racial
olitics. ; ' ( ;
Ensm " he }wlfery success of the Spanish/Indian/black alliance in effect
red further intervention by Ameri
: ricans who could not tol
: e : not tolerate such
| arigerous collaboration on their frontier. The War of 1812 and the si
multan ‘ i —
'the Cc elousSCreek War of 181314 evolved into a long-term effort to push
, reeks, Seminoles, and blacks out i
: , q of their settlemerits in
fec . western and
, elgl alh Flo?da and eventually to drive out the Spaniards as well.®
: Durin 3 i ‘
A g1 the War of1812, as during the American Revolution, the British
eliberately encouraged slaves of the enem
| te y to desert plantations, enlist i
royal military service, and b i Soantard,
, erecognized as free (a strat i
iy ' rategy the Spaniards
oy 1s.ed $0 SL)ICCCSSquY against the English since the founding of Charles
own in 1670). The British also i
' also promised that after war’s end
ould receive land, and i R,
, and in the summer of 181
rec 4 Colonel Edward Ni
and his aide Captain Geor i mero!
a a apta eorge Woodbine established a 1
it . ablished a large number of
a om Mobile, Pensacola, Georgi
o acola, Georgia, and St. Au i
ell as beleaguered Red Sti i , lhormmed ot
tick Indian allies, at a
an e at a small but well- d for
atProspect Bluff on the A i ver I
atl palachicola River within Spani i
- . panish territory and
ou -
al :ltwenty five miles north of the Gulf of Mexico. Nicolls and Woolel;ine
gave the escaped slaves uniform i ‘
sand arms, drilled them, and
. . , and formed the
o o three companies of Negro Colonial Marines. The provocation
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ks

was too much, and Americans, Lower Creeks, Spaniards, and the powerful
West Florida trading firm of John Forbes and Company all considered
the elimination of the fort to be a necessary objective.*’

In 1814 General Andrew Jackson routed the nativist Upper Creeks, or
Red Sticks, at Horseshoe Bend, Alabama, and shortly after the Treaty of
Ghent ended the war in 1815, he also defeated the British forces at New
Orleans. But Prospect Bluff was still attracting escaped slaves and refugee
Indians. By the summer of 1815 an estimated force of eleven hundred war-
riors, including several hundred blacks, garrisoned the so-called Negro
Fort behind which planted corn fields were said to stretch along the river
for more than forty-five miles.*! Nearby, advancing Georgians were also
establishing settlements, and as commander of the Southern Military
Division of the United States, Jackson demanded the “immediate and
prompt interference of the Spanish authority to destroy or remove from
our frontier this banditti.™? »

Pensacola governor Mauricio de Zufiiga was in no position to actually
send any troops against the fort, but he sent Captain Vicente Sebastidn
Pintado to investigate the matter and to retrieve any runaway slaves be-
longing to Spanish owners in Fast and West Florida.” The Pensacola
merchant house John Forbes and Company claimed that sixty-three of its
slaves had escaped to the settlement at Prospect Bluff.** Among the most
highly valued of these runaways were Ambrosio, a shoemaker valued at
nine hundred pesos, and Harry, a caulker and navigator who knew how
to read and write and who was valued at two thousand pesos.* Others

seduced away from the Spaniards were Fernando, who belonged to St. -

Augustine’s auditor of war, and the later, more famous, Abraham, who

once belonged to a physician in Pensacola. The runaways also included -

sailors, master carpenters, coopers, ironsmiths, bakers, servants, laun-

dresses, cooks, sawyers, masons, cartwrights, and field hands. While they -

may not have been black Robin Hoods, as historian Herbert Aptheker

called them, neither were they the parasitical villains described by con-

temporary Americans.’®

Forbes agent Edmund Doyle believed the English sponsors of the fort 7

to be motivated by self-interest. He charged that Woodbine seduced away
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“not more than ten” slaves belonging to the Americans, whose retaliation
he feared, but that instead with the “help of their [Nicolls and Woodbine’s]
agents and black spies, corrupted the negroes of their friends and Span-
ish allies.™”

As a self-appointed British agent to the Creek Nation, Nicolls directed
letters of remonstrance to U.S. Indian agent Benjamin Hawkins for attacks
he said Americans had committed against Creek and Seminole towns.
Nicolls complained that Americans attacked Seminole Chief Bowlegs’
town on two separate occasions in March and May of 1815, killing warriors
and stealing cattle. Hawkins responded that the Indians could appeal for
redress to either legitimate Spanish or American officials, but he charged
that Nicolls had no authority to speak for the Indians and likened him
to William Augustus Bowles, “that Prince of Liars.”® The charges that
Americans (more specifically, Georgians) burned Seminole villages, stole
cattle, and killed Indians in the process were repeated often by Nicolls,
who received some of his information from the Bahamian Indian trader
Alexander Arbuthnot.”

When Captain Pintado finally arrived at Prospect Bluff, his escort,
Royal Navy captain R. C. Spencer, would not allow the slaves to be forc-
ibly returned to the Spanish representative. In Pintado’s presence Spencer
disarmed the men, paid them for their service, and gave each a discharge
from the British service. He told them that new orders prectuded him
from transporting them to British possessions as promised earlier by Ad-
miral Cochrane, and he warned them (correctly) that, when the English
departed, the blacks would be preyed upon by the Americans and their
Indian allies.®® Pintado estimated the total number of runaways at the

“fort at about two hundred and fifty of whom he was able to convince only
‘ten, all of them women, to return voluntarily. He reported that many of

the fort occupants were leaving for the black Seminole settlements at

‘Tampa Bay.”!

Andrew Jackson had already ordered the destruction of the fort that
was “stealing and enticing away our negroes” and that had “been estab-

lished by some villain for the purpose of murder, rapine, and plunder.”
-Lieutenant Colonel Duncan L. Clinch led the attack, reinforced by the



112 A Nation Divided?

Coweta Creeks under Chief William McIntosh, son of a British Indian
agent. Two U.S. Navy gunboats sailed upriver to join in the attack. The
fort’s black commander, Gargon, defiantly informed a Creek delegation
that “he had been left in command of the fort by the British government
and that he would sink any American vessels that should attempt to pass
it 752 He also vowed to blow up the fort rather than surrender. Given that
Garcon and the Choctaw chief who jointly commanded the fort had at
their disposal ten cannon, several thousand muskets and sidearms, and
ammunition and military stores, in addition to their well-trained and
determined warriors, it portended to be a costly siege.

When the battle actually began on July 27,1816, the blacks in the fort

hoisted a red flag under the Union Jack and hurled insults as well as can-

non shots at the Americans. One of the attacking officers noted with some

admiration the “spirited opposition” of the blacks, who made it clear that
they would neither ask for, nor give, quarter and that they would fight
to the death. The blacks led several sorties against McIntosh’s warriors -

but were driven back into the fort. On the second day a “miraculous”

American shot hit the powder magazine, blowing up the fort witha blast .
that shook Pensacola, sixty miles away.” Only forty individuals survived -
the explosion, and few of those lived long. The Americans handed Gargon
and the Choctaw chief over to the Creeks who “passed sentence of death”
and promptly executed them. The victors returned the few live captives .
to owners, who claimed them and paid the costs of their retrieval. With
the “banditti” exterminated, the American naval forces set fire to th :

fort and sailed away with approximately two hundred thousand dollar

worth of arms and supplies.*

The following year, in November 1817, Andrew Jackson led more than*
three thousand troops in a preemptive strike on the Mikasuki village of
Fowl Town, and then with the western threats eradicated, in April 1818
he led a three-week campaign against the Seminole heartland. Jackson’s
military operation came to be known as the First Seminole War. Ina
Jast letter to his son, the doomed Indian trader Alexander Arbuthnot
alleged that “[t}he main drift of the Americans is to destroy the black
population of Suwany.”*® General Gaines confirmed this claim when he
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wrote the Seminoles that “[y]ou harbor a great many of my black people
among you, at Sahwahnee. If you give me leave to go by you against them,
I shall not hurt anything belonging to you.” King Heijah responded that
some blacks may have taken refuge among the English during their war
with the Americans, but “it is for you, white people, to settle those things
among yourselves. .. . I shall use force to stop any armed Americans from
passing my towns or my lands.”

Jackson would not be deterred by such threats. Moving eastward, he
forced the surrender of the Spanish garrison at San Marcos de Apalachee
where he arrested and executed the Red Stick prophet Francis (Hillis
Hadjo). He also arrested the trader Arbuthnot and Colonel Nicolls’ Ba-

‘hamian surrogate, Robert Ambrister. Jackson’s hastily convened military

field court convicted Arbuthnot and Ambrister of inciting and arming
the Indians and blacks and executed them both, triggering outraged pro-
tests by the English government. Evidence at Ambrister’s trial included

" aletter he had written Nicolls from the Suwannee stating that the three
. hundred blacks there “beg me to say, they depend on your promises, and

expect you are the way out. They have stuck to the cause, and will always

“believe in the faith of you.”’

- Joined by the Coweta Creek leader William McIntosh, who had besieged
the Negro Fort, on April 16, 1818, Jackson’s troops burned almost four
hundred Seminole and black homes at Bowlegs Town on the Suwannee
River, destroyed large quantities of food supplies, and spirited away herds

" of cattle and horses.® Blacks and Seminoles, who had been forewarned by
- Arbuthnot, put up a desperate fight, with three hundred black warriors

holding back a greatly superior force at the Suwannee in order to give the
women and children time to cross over the river to safety.

Among the last defenders on the Suwannee were blacks like Nero and
Fernando, who had already fought American troops at Prospect Bluff.
Andrew Jackson caught Fernando with weapon in hand and could have
executed him on the spot but instead claimed him as his own slave, re-
nalned him Polidore, and took him back to Tennessee. When his Spanish
owner discovered Fernando’s fate, she wrote Jackson to try and recover
;-her slave, and she wrote Fernando (in Spanish) to chastise him for dis-
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loyalty. It would seem Fernando, like other blacks who lived among the

Seminoles, was a literate man.”
From the Suwannee Jackson marched westward and seized Spanish

Pensacola, concluding the First Seminole War. Although the Seminole’s

northern settlements were ruined, their desperate resistance continued.

Black and Indian refugees dispersed to the west and south of Florida,
joining others who had anticipated the attacks at Prospect Bluffand at the
Suwannee and had already resettled in traditional hunting villages near

Tampa Bay.®® The American Captain James Gadsden described Tampa

Bay as “the last rallying spot of the disaffected negroes and Indians and

the only favorable point from whence a communication can be had with
Spanish and European emissaries.”'

From Tampa the desperate Seminoles and their black allies sent repeated
diplomatic missions to the British in the Bahamas and the Spaniards in
Cuba and St. Augustine. Although the Spaniards in St. Augustine gave
them substantial food supplies and muskets, the British sent only nomi-
nal gifts, not wanting to alienate the Americans who by the Adams-Onis
Treaty were soon to take possession of Florida.®

In 1821 General Andrew Jackson became governor of the new United

States territorial government of Florida and recommended removing

the fugitiv
he awaited a respo

sponsored by Georgia speculators raided the Tampa Bay and Sarasota Bay .

settlements and carried northward a number of blacks, cattle, and horses

Once again,

hundreds “i
and Bimini Island in the Bahamas.®

Other blacks and Seminoles stayed on in Florida and attempted o’
rebuild their lives in new locales. When the former slave trader turned:

settler Horatio Dexter visited Peliklikaha in that decisive year of 1823, h

reported that “about 100 Negroes belonging to Micanope [sic] and his

family of different ages and sexes” had planted approximately 120 acre

e Creeks, Seminoles, and free blacks from the peninsula. As
nse to his proposal, several hundred Coweta warriors

escaping Seminoles and blacks were forced to flee—this time -
to the tip of the peninsula at Cape Florida. There, Cuban fishermen and

Bahamian wreckers with whom they had long conducted trade carrie
n a famishing state” to safety in Cuba and to Andros Island.
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il'l corn, peanuts, and rice there. Peliklikaha was, in fact, a free black
Vll'lage ruled by Abraham, an ally to and advisor of the Seminole chief
Micanopy. Abraham had fought at Prospect Bluff and probably at most
of the main battles of the First Seminole War and was married to Chi;ef
B.owlegs’r widow. It is doubtful any blood or black Seminole considel"ed
him property, although a former slave trader would have.
Archaeologist Terry Weik has uncovered evidence of the material life
at Peliklikaha, including a variety of glass beads, metal earbobs, iron
stone China pottery, spirit bottles, and other tools—items resemblil’lg the
assemblage Weisman found at Boggy Island, which Dexter also visited.

- D'exter reported that at the latter site blacks allied to Seminole leader
- Sitarky had planted corn, rice, and sugar cane—the latter from plants
- Dexter had provided during an earlier visit to the village.®*

| Abraham and his men probably participated in the attack on a U.S
arnhiy command (the so-called Dade Massacre) less than ten miles fro.m.
Peliklikaha that triggered the Second Seminole War in 1835. This blood
war was costly to all involved, and in 1838 Abraham bowed to the inevi)-,

table and turned himselfin to U.S. forces. He wrote commanding general
Thomas Jessup |

We will go with the Indians to our new home, and wish to
know how we are to be protected, and who is to have the care
of us on the road. We do not live for ourselves only, but for
our wives and children who are as dear to us as those of any
other men. When we reach our new home we hope we shall be
permitted to remain while the woods remain green and the
water runs. I have charge of all the red people coming out to
Pease’s Creek, and all are satisfied to go to Arkansaw.®

-After one final war other remnant groups of Seminoles and blacks
’ere finally removed westward to join the black and blood Seminoles
ho had preceded them there.5

s this brief history makes clear, the Seminole Nation since almost its
tliest days has incorporated the histories of blacks and Indians. Black
eminoles in Florida assumed roles of equality with their blood Ser.ninole
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Africans, Indians, and Cultural Exchange
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tenure in the state da
then it must also recognize tho

In the eighteenth century European and African immigrants to what is
now Alabama found themselves living in close proximity not only to one
another but also to the region’s substantial and heterogeneous Amerin-
dian populations.' Like other colonial ports along the Gulf of Mexico,
the social interactions in and around colonial Mobile often defy the
clear-cut notions of racial identity commonly held in more recent times.?
An understanding of the ways in which Africans and their descendants
encountered Amerindians, and vice versa, is particularly relevant to the
history of Mobile.> Amerindians and Africans there came into contact
ith one another to a great extent through the shared experiences of
slavery, and a variety of cross-cultural, interpersonal relationships testify
to their abilities to negotiate this encounter.

country,” one mu
that had just fought two

property righ
the lie by relying on da
ity, freedom, and agency.

-With these daily interactions in mind, this chapter examines the life of
Nicolas Mongoula (1720-98), a free black man whose last name meant “my
iend” in the Amerindian pidgin language known to scholars as Mobilian
rgon. Given the social context in which he lived, Nicolas Mongoula’s
entification with Mobilian Jargon fits well into larger patterns of cultural
xchange between Africans and Amerindians in colonial Mobile.
Among the many Choctaw villages found upriver from the settlement
fMobile, two were known as Mongoulacha—a place name translated by
ne contemporaneous French official as “our friends who are there” (nos
mis qui sont la).* As shown by both James Crawford and Emanuel Drechsel,
word mongoula itself meant “my friend” in Mobilian Jargon.
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