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Dedicated to Yamasee peoples, past, present, and future.



r masee-African Ties in Carolina and Florida

WnE LANDERS

his essay examines the relations Yamasee Indians formed with
enslaved Africans in early Carolina, their alliance in the Yama-
A sce War that erupted in 1715, and their subsequent ties in Span-
5 Floncla English narratives and scholarship about the Yamasee War
ay little attention, if any, to Africans in this history.! Africans were
1l relatively few in number in Carolina, and English proprietors,
gaders, and missionaries were naturally more focused on indigenous
geo pollﬁcs The Spamsh however, were long used to reporting on

; together in revolt. When their uprising ultimately failed, they fled
buthward to seek promised sanctuary in Florida and to become part
ofthe Spanish community.

| Spanish officials in St. Augustine considered the Yamasee returning
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art
. ve their towns if Nichols were not punished, which led commis-
? sners to issue a warrant for his arrest. But attempts by authorities

170 JANE LAy

able slave armed with gun or lance.” By 1709 Governor Edward R
dolph reported to the Board of Trade that there were “four neg
to one white man” in Carolina.® This points again to large num
of enslaved men in the colony, despite their invisibility in the T
Atlantic Slave Voyages Database.® Unlike the Spanish, however, glig
Carolinians did not offer freedom for military service or create a mjlg
tia of free black men. The newly armed, but still enslaved, black i
Carolina officials sent into service against St. Augustine’s black
Indian militias would surely have recognized the differences betw,
Spanish and Anglo slave systems and that Spanish Florida offered the;
a refuge. It is tempting to wonder if any of those men later foug}
the Yamasee War and subsequently fled to Spanish Florida.
Many studies of the Yamasee War have blamed that conflic
Carolina’s Indian traders who exploited the local indigenous gro
enmeshing them in ruinous debt. But the Yamasee had many otk
complaints as well. The Journals of the Commissioners of the Indian Tj
reported thatin 17112 number of traders, including Thomas Jones, Joh
Whitehead, Joseph Bryan, Robert Steale, John Palmer, and Barnaby
Bull, were all settled in Yamasee lands.*” The Yamasee filed repe >
complaints against these traders with the Carolina Commissioner
Indian Trade but usually to no avail. They charged that John Wri
the Indian agent posted at the paramount Upper Yamasee village
Pocotaligo forced them to carry burdens, demanded that they b
a house for him next to that of the council house, and debauch
their young girls.® “Lewis King of yr Pocotalligo Town,” who Alexs
ander Sweeney theorizes may once have been baptized as Luis
complained against traders Cornelius MacKarty (sic) and Sam
Hilden for “stripping and beating Wiggasay and Haclantoosa, te
of his people att one of their playes.” The Carolina Commissions
ers of Indian Trade finally convicted trader John Fraser of miscon
duct at Pocotaligo for having violently beaten the Tomatly king; but
still trader abuses continued. The “Altamahaw King” and several
his warriors complained that trader Alexander Nichols “lately bea
Woman that he kept as his wife so that she Dyed and the child withil
her . . . he also beat “the Chasee King’s Wife who is very ill & anothel
‘Woman being King Altimahaws Sister.” The Yamasee threatened 9

o try to curb the worst of these abuses were largely ineffective, and
traders lived almost as rulers in their host towns.® In an oft-cited
omplaint the Huspah king reported to Governor Charles Craven:
i\ [, Wright said that the white men would come and . . . [fetch] the
asees in one night, and that they would hang four of their head
fen and take all the rest of them for Slaves, and that he would send
hem all off the Country.™
. While English traders were abusing and alienating the Yamasee,
Governor Francisco de Céreoles y Martinez (r706-16) was gifting dele-
ons of Yamasee in St. Augustine and attempting to win back Spain’s
rmer allies. Traders living in Yamasee villages noted the visits of the
ques to St. Augustine and the gifts with which they returned.”
same traders also lost some of their own slaves to the Spanish
ctuary of St. Augustine. Indian traders Joshua Bryan and William
Bray, like William Dunlop before them, tracked their runaway slaves
to'St. Augustine, but Spanish officials refused to hand them over.®

- Black slaves continued to run from Carolina, and it was possible
they were treated even more brutally by these traders than were the
nasee. After an alleged slave conspiracy in 1711, Carolinians enacted
3 harsh new slave code in 1712 that permitted planters to punish slaves
lising mutilations like castration and amputation, and also execution.
Reverend Francis Le Jau, who was sent to Carolina by the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts in 1701, documented
the abuse from which slaves ran, horrified at some of the tortures and

mutilations he witnessed and protested. He reported that one slave
from Martinique launched an abortive rebellion and was executed,
e others sought divine protection and remedy. Le Jau noted that
e of the slaves could read and that one had reputedly received a
k from an angel’s hand, had heard voices and seen fires and pre-
idicted “there would be a dismal time and the moon would be turned
into blood.”*

- On April 14, 1715, that slave prophet’s dire prediction seemed to
€ome true. In an effort to resolve long simmering tensions and hos-
tilities with their Yamasee trading partners, Carolina’s Indian com-
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i ng nearby joined in the Yamasee uprising. Unwilling to recongC
; agency, Carolinians reported that their slaves had been “taken.™®
1 1;1:111}’ it seemed they might succeed in eliminating the English col-
r . After military reinforcements from Virginia and North Caro-
i-a helped turn the tide for the embattled Carolinians, the Yamasees
L ucht refuge among the very Spaniards they had once harried. Yama-
e Chiefs Jospo (Huspah) and Yfallaquisca (Perro Bravo) and their
A fn.aﬂ allies fled southward together to Spanish Florida, where they
ed to claim the religious sanctuary others had earlier received.
.. Reverend Francis Le Jau’s letter of October 5, 1715, to the Soci-
tv for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, reported that
father of the famed Yamasee Prince George, about whom Denise
Bossy writes, was by that time safe in St. Augustine.*

missioners sent a delegation to Pocotaligo. Among them weye
traders William Bray, who had tracked some of his runaway sl
St. Augustine earlier in the year; Thomas Nairne, Samuel Warney.
John Cochran; and John Wright, against whom the Yamasee had
numerous complaints. The Yamasee at Pocotaligo received the tradg
and even feasted with them the night before, but on Good Friday: s
launched a well-coordinated attack against their English oppres
Painted in red and black stripes (for war and death), the Yamasee
other Indians who joined the war killed ninety English traders
the course of the war, including traders John Wright, John Ruffy,
John Cochran, and they tortured Thomas Nairne for three days, b
ing lightwood splinters under his skin until he expired.® -+
Upon hearing of the massacre at Pocotaligo, Governor Craven
Colonel John Barnwell and Captain Robert Mackey by water to-
iate. Within a week Governor Craven and a hastily raised force
included 400 black slaves battled an estimated 500 Yamasee eng
in a “hot engagement” at Sadketche town. After heavy fighting in'ye Spaniards is, that they Suffer ye Yamasees to keep Divers of our
te Women & Children as Slaves amongst them of which we have

_Apparently not recognizing the irony, the Carolinians complained,
{heir refusal to Deliver up these slaves has encouraged a great many
nore lately to run away to that Place, and what is still more Barbrous

ketche’s war captain, Yfallaquisca, and the Yamasee dispersed
in intelligence of captive hence by Hugh Brian, confirmed by ye

the nearby swamps.* Soon after, another group of Yamasee attag gerta
terof a New York Sloop, who actually saw none but two Chjldren

a small garrison of about twenty Carolinians, killing all but one.
tain George Chicken pursued this group and killed several. In
July 1715 the Yamasee launched another offensive, proving as St

pall their Proselytes.™ Perhaps in retaliation for the repeated enslave-
ment of Yamasee women and children Chief Jospogue had captured
:_i"ian, the son of Indian Agent Joshua Bryan, but later released him in
an abortive peace effort. The Carolinians reported, “At length his Mas-
ter; being called the Woospau (Huspah) King, having under his com-

mand about Fifteen Men, sent him in to us, to desire a Peace with us.™

Hahn argues that this long war was not over. An estimated five
dred attacked St. Paul’s parish, burning some twenty plantations.
also attacked Reverend William Treadwell Bull’s parsonage,
they broke the church windows and tore the lining off the pews. Th'
actions by the Yamasee might have been a repudiation of the e
gelization efforts of the Society for the Propagation of the Gosp
Foreign Parts, one of their few advocates. But the Yamasee also ki
cattle and horses they might have used, which is reminiscent of:f
millenarian Pueblo Revolt some years earlier, when rebels also so
to erase all evidence of the oppressors.” Like Reverend Francis L&
Jau, Reverend Bull regarded the Yamasee War as God’s punishmeag firds. He sent a delegation of four chiefs to St. Augustine to relay this
for the traders’ abuse of the impoverished Yamasee and for the plans bifer: Istopoyole, “heathen” cacique of Nicunapa, in the province of
ers’ equally horrific abuse of their African slaves. % Apalachicola; Yfallaquisca, “heathen” war captain of Sadketche, in the

Recognizing the chance for their own liberation, enslaved Afr e province of Apalachicola; Alonso, Christian mico and governor

. The Yamasee War once again shifted the indigenous geopolitics of
the Southeast, and Spanish documentary sources pick up the Yama-
See narrative in Florida. Only a month after the outbreak of the war,
and in response to the perceived weakness of the English, Coweta’s
Chicf Brims urged his subjects to switch their allegiance to the Span-
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of Ocute in Tama; and Gabriel, “heathen” son of the Christian Yap
see, Santiago Sule. On May 28, 1715, they met with Governor Fy, y
cisco de Cércoles y Martinez, the royal accountant Captain Fran
Menéndez Mérquez, and the royal treasurer Don Salvador Gary;
the Nuestra Sefiora de Tolomato mission. Through translator Ang,
Perez Campaiia of the Guale nation, who was also able to speak U
and Yamasee, Yfallaquisca, known in Spanish records as the “heathg
Perro Bravo, related the reasons for Coweta’s political realignment
Through his interpreter Perro Bravo told the Spanish officials
for more than three years the governor of San Jorge (Charles Town
taken Yamasee children from their parents and shipped them aw
be sold as slaves. Perro Bravo cast the Yamasee slaughter of the E
traders at Pocotaligo as proactive self-defense, repeating an oft-
report the Huspah king had made to Charles Craven that white se
intended to kill their head men, enslave the rest of the Yamasee and
them away from their homes.® In an interesting inversion of the std
told in English narratives, Perro Bravo also stated that English trades
William Bray’s indigenous wife had alerted the caciques of Sadkete
and Pocotaligo to this danger.** Perro Bravo’s account supports Will
L. Ramsey’s supposition that Bray’s wife was indigenous, and it isip
sible, even probable, if Bray’s wife had relatives living at Pocotaligo
did not share Cuffy’s warning with her husband. Perro Bravo's accot ftacy prior to their removal to Florida. 'The reputedly warlike Yamasee
did not mention Cuffy, but as Ramsey notes since Cuffy or Kofi ust have recognized and respected the military skills of these escaped
Akan day name for a man born on Friday, the alleged “Indian G liives, as did the Spanish, who formed them into frontier militias. In
may well have been one of the Africans allied with the Yamasee co his manner the Mandinga man who became Francisco Menéndez and
eracy® William Bray’s account from English records stated that becas d the first free black town in what is today the United States, Gra-
of “his great love for her and her two sisters,”a “Yamasee” man ia Real de Santa Teresa de Mose, escaped enslavement in Carolina.
his wife that the Creeks were going to attack Charles Town, th ' Governor Céreoles welcomed his new allies with gifts, firearms, and
would return right before the event, and that “they must goe (sic) i
diately to their town,” probably either Pocataligo or Sadketche. De
this warning, Bray left for St. Augustine “after some of his slaves
his supposed loyalty in warning of the forthcoming attack, as Ra
recounts, Carolina’s Commons House of Assembly rewarded “the I
Cuffy with 1o Ibs of Carolina currency and a coat.”
Continuing his narrative, Perro Bravo told that Spanish officials
fearing for their own lives, the Yamasee decided to kill the Eng

ers and an Englishman who arrived the next day allegedly bear-
their execution orders. Perro Bravo did not name that English-
1 nor the person able to read the English letters, but the Spanish
ed that the Yamasee were “capaces en la idioma ynglesa por la
uencia del trafico” (capable in English for the frequency of their
. aﬂges).57 As Reverend Le Jau had earlier reported, some enslaved
cans were also able to read English and may have translated this
er for the Yamasee. Perro Bravo stated that the English governor’s
ot was also said to divulge his plans to lead troops to Pocotaligo,
te Yamasee hid their women and children inland near the Ysabel
¢r, deployed groups of warriors to lie in wait, and were able to rout
nglish forces. Perro Bravo added that once the war began, Span-
prisoners “and other blacks and mulattos” as well as some Spanish
omen held prisoner on English plantations fled to Yamasee towns
 subsequently joined their exodus to Spanish Florida.® Some of
lacks and mulattos” may have been the later founders of Gracia
de Santa Teresa de Mose in Spanish Florida, but I have found
er reference to Spanish women held prisoner by the Carolin-
#This reference to blacks and mulattos confirms Chief Jospo’s tes-
ony some twenty years later, that Africans, like other indigenous
ups, had been incorporated into the multicultural Yamasee confed-

iGodstuffs and also sought and received a significant increase in the
dfinual subsidy for Indian gifts.®* During their parlay Perro Bravo laid
Bight chamois cords full of knots before the Spaniards, telling them that
knot denoted a town promising to switch allegiance to the Span-
s (a total of 161 towns) and that towns of fewer than 200 persons
e not even represented on the cords. Perro Bravo thus offered the
ards approximately 32,000 new indigenous allies, and he asked that
e cords be sent to the king of Spain as a missive from Chief Brims.®!
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Panish officials held a hearing at the Mission of Nombre de Dios
+o investigate the ongoing complaints of the Yamasee cacique Perro
Bravo. Present were Father Phelipe Osorio Maldonado, caciques Juan
Rodriguez de Espinosa, don Joseph de Fuentes, and Francisco Navarro,
'd St. Augustine’s public notary, Juan Solana. Cacique Bernardo de
spolea, who headed the nearby village of Nuestra Sefiora de Guada-
jupe de Tolomato, composed of remnants of the Yamasee, Guale, Chi-
1 que, and Uchise nations, served as translator at this session. Yspolea
J s said to speak Perro Bravo’s language so may have been Yamasee,

As was customary when Native delegations visited St. Augustina
Yfallaquisca or Perro Bravo and the others were housed among
city residents, and Perro Bravo and his subjects stayed in the k
of Sergeant Juan de Ayala y Escovar. In Perro Bravo's retinue
four African “slaves,” who after fighting with the Yamasee for sevep]
years surely considered that they had liberated themselves. Perro B
gifted Sgt. Ayala with one of his black slaves as compensation fo
food and expenses of his stay, but he stated in subsequent compl
that he expected to be paid for the three others.® The African P
Bravo “gifted” to Ayala may have been the most significant of
later to be baptized as Francisco Menéndez, and the remaining
may have been Menéndez’s later subordinates at Mose, Antonio Elig
de la Puente, Francisco Escovedo, and Pedro Graxales, whose name
always appear right after his on Spanish village lists.® E

Spanish officials settled their new Indian allies in ten villagesiop
the periphery of St. Augustine, generally grouping them by lang
A census of 1717 conducted by Joseph Primo de Rivera shows tha
Yamasee were grouped into three villages: Nuestra Sefiora de Caj
delaria de la Tamaja, Pocosapa, and Pocotalaca. Chief Jospogue w
assigned to Nuestra Sefiora de Candelaria de la Tamaja along w
other Yamasee caciques, while Perro Bravo, now don Francisco Yfal
laquisca, ruled the Yamasee village of Pocotalaca (after Pocotaligo)s

All did not go smoothly in this resettlement. In December 171
Chief Jospogue and other chiefs petitioned for Governor Céreoles
their old patron, who had gifted them and treated them with affection
(caririo), to be returned to office. The caciques stated that Chief Bri
had told them to obey Cércoles and that they did not like eithe
Pedro de Olivera y Fullana, who served only briefly before dying ig
1716, or Juan de Ayala y Escobar, who became interim governor (17367
18). Translating for the recently arrived Chief Jospogue was the Spat
ish woman Maria Garzia de Labera (La Vera), who had been captt
by unidentified Indians as a little girl and spent more than twelve
living among them. Marfa’s captors may have been Yamasee since:
translated for Chief Jospogue, but she earned a soldier’s plaza (s
serving as interpreter of five or six indigenous languages.® :

More complaints from the Yamasee followed. In the fall of’ 7

biit he also spoke good Castilian and could sign his name. Don Ber-
_‘ do reported that he had heard Perro Bravo say many times that he
41ill had not been paid for the African slaves he had brought into Flor-
, years earlier. Perro Bravo had also told him he had asked Gover-
por Pedro de Olivera y Fullana many times for payment, but because
the governor was a friend of Ayala’s, Ayala was not made to pay. Perro
Bravo threatened that if this debt were not satisfied, he would kill the
5l aves and that he had many other lands in which he could live. Next,
Spanish officials also took the testimony of cacique don Joseph de
Fuentes at Ayachin, where Perro Bravo had a 4okio and slept although
he was by then cacique of the mission town of Capuaca. Don Joseph
swore on the cross and by God to tell the truth and repeated don
Bernardo’s account, adding that Ayala also owed Perro Bravo for an
arroba and a half weight silver bar.% Finally, on August 31,1718, in the
‘presence of Father Osorio, cacique don Joseph de Fuentes, and vari-
'L s soldiers and residents of St. Augustine, the then acting governor
of Florida, Juan de Ayala y Escovar, paid Perro Bravo the 600 pesos
owed him in corn and liquor.¥

| Among the slaves whom Perro Bravo claimed and for whom the
‘- anish paid were Francisco Menéndez and his Mandinga wife, who
had fled with him from Carolina three years earlier. Spanish slavery
Was not what either sought, but it would be different than the slav-
éry they had experienced in Carolina. And although their purchase
by the governor seems to have made them Crown slaves, Menéndez
ind his wife must have lived for some time with Ayala since Menén-
s wife took the name Ana Maria de Escovar.® ‘Thus the soon to
B¢ Spanish governor acquired valuable intermediaries.
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Carolina and, once again, planned to pay them for English scalps, by .555 must no doubt have made an impression on a governor in need of

the Council of the Indies rejected this design.” The Spanish Crowy:
commended the enslaved forces for their bravery in the 1728 inv‘-asigl
and in 1733 also issued a new decree reiterating its offer of freedom g
runaways from Carolina.® ]

Despite his repeated military service Captain Francisco Menén+
dez, however, was still a slave and so he persisted in his efforts: .,,
achieve the freedom repeatedly promised by the Spanish king: On.
behalf of his community, he presented several petitions to the govers
nor and to the auxiliary bishop of Cuba, who toured Florida in 735
but uncertain of the legalities, these officials wrote to Spain seeking
guidance, as had Governor Benavides, and Menéndez and his co :

heir services. He wisely chose to investigate. After reviewing all rele-
ant documentation on the issue, on March 15, 1738, Governor Mon-
tiano granted unconditional freedom to all fugitives from Carolina.
The powerful men, like the royal accountant don Francisco Menéndez
\who had received the slaves in payment for loans to the cash-strapped
"v&rnment, vehemently protested their emancipation, but Gover-
Lhor Montiano ruled that the men had ignored the royal determina-
tion expressed in repeated decrees, and therefore all deals were null
d void and all the enslaved were free.® After reviewing Governor
IMontiano’s actions, the Crown approved and ordered that not only
11 the blacks who had come from Carolina to date “but all those who
the future come as fugitives from the English colonies” should be
'ven prompt and full liberty in the name of the king. Further, so that
there be no further pretext for selling them, the royal edict should be
publicly posted so that no one could claim ignorance of the ruling.®
\\ Following the preexisting model for Indian towns, Governor Mon-

munity remained enslaved.® ¥
The Africans’ fortunes changed in 1737 with the arrival of the ne .
governor, Manuel de Montiano, and the advent of renewed hostili=
ties with the English. Once more Captain Francisco Menéndez so "_
ited freedom for himself and others in a petition that listed thirty-o;_;
individuals unjustly enslaved, including some who had been taken:to)
Havana, and the names of the persons who claimed ownership over
them. This time Menéndez’s petition was supported by another fro '_.
an indigenous ally, the Yamasee chief Jospo. Jospo claimed to be he
chief who had led the Yamasee uprising against the British in r7154 d
stated that he and the other Yamasee chiefs “commonly” made “trea
with the slaves. The use of the terms a//ies and #reaties implies Yama:
see recognition of the slaves’ autonomy and utility. Jospo confirmed:
that Menéndez and three other Africans (probably those who at bap=
tism became Antonio Eligio de la Puente, Francisco Escovedo, and
Pedro Graxales) had fought bravely with him until they were ultimately:
defeated and headed to St. Augustine, hoping to receive the Christian
sanctuary promised by Spain. Jospo also testified that in St. Augusting
Perro Bravo had betrayed the Africans by selling them into slaveryy
but Jospo excused Perro Bravo, saying that as a “heathen” he knew:0
better. Instead, Jospo blamed the Spaniards who bought the unl
blacks, who in his estimation had been patient and “more than loy
Governor Montiano was expecting war with England at any mom
and the combined petitions and stated alliance of Africans and Yz

‘.s_i_no assigned the newly emancipated Spanish subjects lands two miles
north of St. Augustine and recognized the Mandinga Captain Fran-
, sco Menéndez as leader of the new free black town of Gracia Real
de Santa Teresa de Mose. Further, in his official correspondence the
sovernor described the almost one hundred residents of the new town,
composed of nations as diverse as Mandinga, Carabali, and Congo, as

L 1« . g5 - . .
Menéndez's “subjects.”® Menéndez was, in effect, the cacique, or nat-

en el enemies of the English” and to spill their “last drop of blood in
fefense of the Great Crown of Spain and the Holy Faith,” and Cap-
tain Francisco Menéndez headed the new Mose militia that would
garry through on that vow.

" The War of Jenkins’ Ear (or the Guerra del Asiento) broke out in
r raged through 1742, and only concluded in 1748. Throughout this
éta of conflict African and Indian militias proved crucial assets to the
nse of the Spanish colony. Together they patrolled the frontier,
3 ering information on the encroachments of hostile English and
iidian attackers, rounding up cattle and horses, and herding them
safety of Anastasia Island. Governor Montiano offered them
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The Long Yamasee War

Reflections on Yamasee Conflict in the Eighteenth Century

STEVEN C. HAHN

taligo on April 15, 1715, has been unambiguously recognized as

the beginning of the Yamasee War. In contrast, the war’s end
point remains difficult to identify with similar precision. South Car-
olina’s restoration of peace with the Creeks in 1717, along with john
Palmer’s 1728 raid against Yamasees near St. Augustine, are commonly
cited as final acts, but what of the violence that persisted for decades
more? While some South Carolinians may have been eager to declare

T he massacre of South Carolinians at the Yamasee town of Poco-

the war terminated as early as 1716, Indian peoples like the Yama-
sees experienced no such decisive moment of closure. Rather, conflict
remained a persistent feature of Yamasee life, thereby requiring us to
take a longer view of the war bearing their name. Divisive from the
start among Natives who fought against the South Carolinians, the
necessity for Native communities to redefine their alliance commit-
ments with regional European powers gradually widened this breach
further, particularly as the British extended their settlements south-
ward into the “debatable land” that became Georgia. One result was
a decades-long war of attrition between Yamasees, particularly those
who lived near St. Augustine, and certain groups of Creeks and their
British allies. Yamasee-Creek conflict, in fact, was one of the war’s
most durable legacies, making it plausible that the war did not so
much conclude as gradually burn out following the War of Jenkins’
Ear. This was not a quarrel between entire Indian nations but rather
the kind of reciprocal small-scale warfare between clans and towns
rooted in southeastern kinship systems. That the Yamasee and Creek



